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• Georgia’s Population in a National and Historical Context

• How Georgia’s Population is Changing

• Where Georgia’s Population is Changing

• What are the opportunities and consequences of these trends 
for the State of Georgia’s workforce?
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2020 Census: 1 Million New Georgians since 2010

Source: US Census Bureau, 2020 and 2010 Redistricting files

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GA population grew 1.02 million between 2010 and 2020

From 9.69 to 10.71

GA is one of only 4 states with a population increase of more than 1 million between 2010 and 2020

GA exhibited 4th highest numeric population increase over past decade
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State’s Rate of Growth (10.6%) Exceeds Nation (7.4%)

Source: US Census Bureau, 2020 and 2010 Redistricting files

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The US population grew at 7.4% over last decade; its slowest pace since the 1930s

Growth is Slowing

Georgia’s Population grew at 10.6% over the past decade
This is the 13th highest percent increase in population in the country during this period

2020-2021: .7% growth (fifth in the country)



2021 US CBO pop projection for 2050: 375 million
2020 US CBO pop projection for 2050: 378 million
2019 US CBO pop projection for 2050: 389 million

Additional Details on CBO Projections: https://www.cbo.gov/system/files?file=2021-03/56977-LTBO-2021-AppxA.pdf
Population Totals: Annual growth rate of 0.4% for 2020-2030; annual average growth rate 0.3% for 2040-2050
Fertility: CBO projects fertility to increase to 1.85 by 2029 and remain there after (results in smaller working-age population in the last decade)
Immigration: Annual average of .9 mil in 2020-2030 to 1.1 mil in 2040-2050
Mortality: Projects mortality rates will decline, life expectancy will increase; life exp. at birth is projected to increase from 79.1 to 81.7; life expectancy at 65 is projected to rise from 19.8 years to 21.3 years.

In CBO Projections, death exceed births by 2044. “Thereafter, population growth is driven entirely by immigration”








Population Increase Slows Down

5

Ge
or

gi
a P

op
ul

at
io

n 
(M

illi
on

s)

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

10.7 Million

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1940 pop : 3.1 mil 
1970 pop : 4.6
1980 pop : 5.5
1990 pop : 6.5
2000 pop : 8.2
2010 pop : 9.6
2020 pop : 10.7

Projected
2030: 11,742,621
2040: 12,632,969
2050: 13,390,279
2060: 14,041,267
2070: 14,638,937
OPB Projections: 10,707,220 
2020 Census: 10,710,017
-0.044%
-4,688
2020 Estimates: 10,710,017
-0.026%
-2,797

Within 3% of the 2020 Census Estimates on all three of these counties
10 of these counties had populations less than 20,000
The largest of these Counties was Bryan County, which is the fastest growing county in Georgia over the past decade and among the fastest growing counties in the United States


Growth in Georgia likely to slow over the next couple decades




Georgia’s Projected Population through 2050
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Sources: U.S. Census Bureau; Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget Population Projections
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Georgia’s Population over Age 60 Projected to Grow

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau; Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget Population Projections
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Aging Population
Population approaching retirement age is growing faster than the population as a whole

A large share of our Growing population is over the age of 60.
In 2010, about 15% of Georgia’s population was over the age of 60
Today, about 20% of Georgia’s Population is over the age of 60
And finally, we project that by 2040


Though population of Georgia is growing, the fact that a lot these people are in retirement age may mean the talent pool is not growing at the same rate.
What are these percentages of population?
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Under Age 18 Population More Diverse than Total Population
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Of the about 2.5 million Georgians under the age 18, about 43% identify as white, 35% identify as Black, and almost 20% identify as Hispanic
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Three Components of 
Population Change

1. Births
2. Deaths
3. Migration
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Source: Georgia Department of Public Health

22,000 More Deaths in 2020 than in 2019

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Expect that number to increase in 2021

As of January 14, 2022:
26,709 Confirmed Covid-19 Deaths
5,166 Probable Deaths
~ 9500 Covid-19 Deaths in 2020 means 17,000 more deaths in 2021 than in 2020
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Source: Georgia Department of Public Health

Rising Death Totals prior to Covid-19

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Less than 60,000 in 1994 rises to about 85,000 in 2020
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Source: Georgia Department of Public Health

Rising Death Totals prior to Covid-19

The slope indicates an increase of 
836 deaths per year before 2010

The slope indicates an increase of 1,860 
deaths per year between 2011 and 2019



Number of Births are Falling in Georgia
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Note: Year ends July 1, 2021
Source: US Census Bureau Population Estimates

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Natural Increase is the difference between births and deaths
In 2011 and 2012, there were 60,000 more births than deaths, but as the number of births has declined and the number of deaths has increased, we can see that the population growth by way of natural increase has slowed down. Ultimately, as you seen in 2021 here, 

In CBO Projections, death exceed births by 2044. “Thereafter, population growth is driven entirely by immigration”


Per Vintage 2021 Estimates,
Births: 121,269 
Deaths: 105,276 

In first half of decade (2011-15) Natural Increase was 284k; net migration was 184k.
In second half of decade (16-20), natural increase was 212k; net migration was 314k.

Per Vintage 2021 Estimates,
Births: 121,269 
Deaths: 105,276 �
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In first half of decade (2011-15) Natural Increase was 284k; net migration was 184k.
In second half of decade (16-20), natural increase was 212k; net migration was 314k.

Per Vintage 2021 Estimates,
 Births: 121,269 
 Deaths: 105,276 �
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Domestic Migration Propels Georgia Growth

Note: Year ends July 1, 2021
Source: US Census Bureau Population Estimates

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In first half of decade (2011-15) Natural Increase was 284k; net migration was 184k.
In second half of decade (16-20), natural increase was 212k; net migration was 314k.

Per Vintage 2021 Estimates,
 Births: 121,269 
 Deaths: 105,276 �



Migration Drives Uneven Regional Population Growth
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
~1 million people above 16 migrated to Georgia in the past 5 years
~ about 200,000 of those people are from Florida
~ about 200,000 annually
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Population Growth Concentrated in Population Centers

Numeric Increase # Largest Numeric 
Decrease #

1 Gwinnett County 151,741 150 Baldwin County -1,921

2 Fulton County 146,129 151 Pulaski County -2,155

3 Cobb County 78,071 152 Macon County -2,658

4 Forsyth County 75,772 153 Tattnall County -2,678

5 DeKalb County 72,489 154 Sumter County -3,203

6 Cherokee County 52,274 155 Crisp County -3,311

7 Clayton County 38,171 156 McIntosh County -3,358

8 Henry County 36,790 157 Dooly County -3,710

9 Columbia County 31,957 158 Telfair County -4,023

10 Chatham County 30,163 159 Dougherty County -8,775

Source: US Census Bureau

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Metro Atlanta and Coastal Georgia account for largest increase in population

Median for 2010-2020 change was 270 people
Mean was 6,285
68/159 (42.7%) counties lost population between 2010-2020

Median for 2000-2020 was 2,5594
Mean for 2000-2020 was 15,626
43/159 (27%) counties lost pop between 2000 and 2020

In the United States,
50 counties had population growth >100,000 people
Gwinnett County ranks 32nd
Fulton County ranks 34th
Only 19 counties in the country lost more population than Daugherty County
1,651/3,143 (52%) counties lost population






20Source: US Census Bureau, 2020 and 2010 Redistricting files

68 counties lost 
population between 
2010 and 2020



21Source: US Census Bureau, 2020 and 2010 Redistricting files

68 counties lost 
population between 
2010 and 2020

43 counties have 
fewer people in 
2020 than in 2000



Georgia’s Demographics, In Summary
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• Georgia is among largest and fastest growing states
• The growth is slowing
• The growth is geographically uneven

• Younger Population continues to diversify
• Aging Population

• 25% of projected population will be over age 60 in 2030
• 30% of projected population will be over age 60 in 2040

• Migration is critical to Georgia population growth

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Population under the age of 18 declined by almost 1 million people in the United States during the past decade, from about 74 million to about 73 million; 

Source: https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/08/united-states-adult-population-grew-faster-than-nations-total-population-from-2010-to-2020.html
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Taylor Hafley

Applied Demographer

taylor.hafley@uga.edu
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